JUST IN: Scientist discovers signs of alien life!

Did you notice the headline and groan inwardly? Yeah. We know. So what
could help us achieve better astrobiology communication? Here comes...

Testing Uncertainty in Astrobiology
Communication: An Experimental Approach

Julie Nekola Novakova™ 2 Peter Vickers3

1 Institute of Physics, Czech Academy of Sciences
2 Faculty of Science, Charles University in Prague

3 Department of Philosophy, Durham University

* novakovajn@fzu.cz, julie.novakova@natur.cuni.cz

Key Q: Are uncertainty quantifiers helpful in
communicating astrobiology discoveries?
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? KEY OBJECTIVES

* Hype creates misconceptions and erodes * Experimentally test the effectiveness
public trust in science, with potential of various uncertainty measures in
impacts on policy and funds public communications

 Jaded by inflated news, the publics may * Assess the measures' reliability
grow indifferent to new discoveries * Find out journalists' attitudes towards

 Notunderstanding why confirming the uncertainty quantifiers (it's no use if
discovery could take years or decades journalists don't use them)
could lead to frustration and
misinformation

» Hyped news may empower fringe groups ASTROBIOLOGY (UN)CERTAINTY SCALES
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Want to know more? Get in touch at julie.novakova@natur.cuni.cz
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